Political corruption as a negative phenomenon hampers the democratic and economic development of any state. The experience of foreign countries across the world testifies to the existence of number of reasons conducive to the spread of political corruption. Its study is important both for Ukraine, which is actively taking measures to combat political corruption, and for other countries with a high level of political corruption.
INTRODUCTION
This article focuses on ways to overcome political corruption due to the transparent financial support of political parties and control over their financial activity. Today the importance of studying corruption in financial support of political parties and possible ways of minimization it is urgent as never before, for a number of states that are still in the process of becoming democratic and legal. In such states, one of which is Ukraine, the processes of reforming the supreme agencies, large number of political parties and absence of proper settlement of their financing create conditions for the prosperity of corruption in the activities of political parties.
However, such a growth of political corruption can destroy positive results from reforms and has a detrimental effect on the state's economy, as well as the protection of human and civil rights and freedoms. For the European community, it is also obvious that a state with a high level of political corruption is not interesting for investors because there is a high risk of investment loss in case of investing in the projects of a corrupt state.
The present article contributes to the discussion through a detailed focus on the definition of "political corruption" and a comparative analysis of the experience of Ukraine and Lithuania in state financing political parties and control over the financial activity of political parties. The respective experiences will determine the optimal mechanism for counteracting corruption in the activities of political parties, which can be the basis for improving the legislation of the states, including Ukraine, whose priority is the transparent financial support of political parties.
The discussion is presented as follows: Part 1 gives an overview of different methodological approaches to understanding political corruption on the basis of which the author's definition of "political corruption" is formulated; Part 2 concerns the experience of Ukraine and Lithuanian regarding the state financing of political parties; in particular, norms of Ukrainian and Lithuanian legislation on financing political parties are compared, and the benefits of Lithuanian model of state financial support of political parties are highlighted; Part 3 deals with next steps of Ukraine and Lithuania towards improving mechanism of state financing of political parties in these countries; and, Part 4 focuses on monitoring and control over the financial activity of political parties in Ukraine and Lithuania and ways for its improvement.
METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES TO UNDERSTANDING POLITICAL CORRUPTION
The analysis of scientific literature shows that the study of political corruption has been carried out from the standpoint of various approaches, such as moral, systemic, network, structural and functional, comparative, and using the methods that were developed and received certain popularity at a certain time. However, in the course of research, some approaches survived the test of time, while others remained isolated attempts, where the specificity of the phenomenon was confronted with significant methodological constraints or discrepancies.
Ceva E. and Ferretti M. note that political corruption is usually presented as a pathology of the social order. Therefore, the aspects in which political corruption was presented as incorrect depended on the normative theory of social order that was dominant at one time or another.
1 Today this approach is supported by Ousanee
Sawagvudcharee and Maurice Youlles, who are convinced that the existence of corruption, including political, is largely due to the existing link between ideology and ethics that are commonplace in the state. 2 Similarly, Alberto Vanucci distinguishes the cultural paradigm between the three paradigms of corruption analysis, in which the existence of corruption is due to existing cultural traditions, social norms and the intrinsically accepted values of each society, which ultimately forms the preference of individuals for encouraging corruption or struggle with corrupt manifestations. 3 The moral and axiological approach were the most popular in the study of political corruption, but comparative and behavioural approaches were also widespread. A comparative approach was popular because political corruption was perceived for some time only as a problem inherent in transformational societies and "young" democracies. The behavioural approach was used by the scientists who considered imperfection of human nature (the temptation to take a bribe) to be the main reason for political corruption. The network approach to political corruption is still quite new and requires the delineation of political corruption from its forms:
clientelism and structuring of corruption networks. Fewer attempts were made to study political corruption through systemic and structural and functional approaches, since the phenomenon of political corruption is ambiguous and it is rather difficult to identify a structure or predict the consequences. The phenomenon of political corruption requires a detailed study, taking into account the specifics of the country and the distribution environment. ISSN 2029-0454 VOLUME 11, NUMBER 1 2018
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The lack of a single definition of political corruption has led to different areas in the study of this phenomenon and a multiple number of definitions. The analysis of theoretical scientific developments allows concluding that every decade has brought something new into the process of studying the nature and peculiarities of political corruption, posing more and more questions to scientists. However, there has never been a single optimal approach to the study of this phenomenon, and the identification of its essence played an important role.
The Soviet approach to political corruption was characterized by the denial of the term "corruption". John M. Kramer notes that this approach was used only in the late 1980s. Rejecting the definition, the Soviet government thus rejected the phenomenon, replacing it with some forms of corruption, such as bribery, abuse of office, etc. It was believed that shortcomings in the work of parties, trade unions and state bodies were attributed to corruption, especially in the field of educating the workers. In Soviet literature, corruption was considered to be a phenomenon characteristic of certain social and economic formations. In encyclopaedias and dictionaries of the Soviet era, it was emphasized that corruption is a phenomenon inherent in the bourgeois state and society, where a person exploits a person, where the state apparatus is subordinated to the monopolies, and the conditions of this are laid in the economic and political systems of the capitalist society. 4 In particular, in the Great Soviet Encyclopedia of 1973, it was noted that corruption is a crime consisting in the direct use by an official of powers for personal enrichment.
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Only in the mid-1990s did the publications begin to define corruption as an integral attribute of any state, including the socialist state. The term "corruption" in the context of the communist regimes began to be denoted as an illegal private or shadow economy, which was considered as a dynamic and innovative factor, which even leads to a change in the social system. In the 1990s, when the bipolarity of the world disappeared and the "cold war"
ended, the development of international trade, business lobbies, and the global dissemination of information facilitated the transition from studies of political corruption as a negative phenomenon to seeking understanding and influence on the phenomenon of corruption and developing anticorruption strategies.
Judging by the content, the most complete and first official definition of corruption, which can also be considered a definition of political corruption, is contained in the documents of the 34th session of the UN General Assembly (1979), which states that it is "commission or omission of an act in the performance of or in connection with official's duties, in response to gifts, promises or incentives 
UKRAINIAN AND LITHUANIAN EXPERIENCES OF THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF POLITICAL PARTIES
Despite reforms that Ukraine is constantly implementing to overcome corruption, enactment of regulatory acts for this purpose, as well as the creation of new anti-corruption agencies, it is still ranked the 131st according to Transparency
International 2016. At the same time, Italy holds the 60th position, Slovakia -55th, Malta -47th, Latvia -44th, Spain -41st, Lithuania -38th, France -22nd, Belgium -15th, United Kingdom -10th, Sweden -4th.
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The results only indicate that the issue of financial support of political parties is relevant for Ukraine, which intends to integrate into the European community. Scientists argue that politically active citizens can prevent the spread of corruption.
Participation of citizens in the political life of the state is a kind of game between the government and officials, where each party has the opportunity to choose between corruption and honest behavior. In turn, politically active citizens influence such a choice, which ultimately leads to an increase in the intolerance index of corruption in In addition to the absence of the possibility to pay 1% of the citizens' income to political parties in Ukrainian legislation, there are other differences in the laws on the political party financing in Ukraine and Lithuania (Table 1) . 2) allocations from the state budget;
3) state budget funds allocated based on the government programs; The provision that political parties may receive compensation from the state for an electoral company in the amount of its actual expenditures is somewhat unclear;
but not more than the maximum size of its election fund. In our opinion, such a provision should be replaced by a more specific one. In this case, the legislator of Lithuania is undoubtedly very correct about the maximum amount of money that a political party can receive as a compensation is clearly defined.
Thus, a comparative analysis of certain provisions of the legislation of Ukraine etc., which allows for conclusion about the need to improve the financing mechanism of political parties in Ukraine.
THE NEXT STEPS FOR LITHUANIA AND UKRAINE ON MINIMIZING CORRUPTION IN THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF POLITICAL PARTIES
The provision of media space for promotional materials (15%) (Belgium, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Slovenia, Spain) and meeting rooms (13%) (Italy, Romania, Spain, Great Britain), free postal services (11%) (Belgium, Spain, Great Britain) and transport services (4%) (Slovakia), etc.
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Lithuania can use the successful experiences of foreign countries to improve its own mechanism of indirect state funding of political parties. As for the direct financing of political parties, Lithuania's experience is undoubtedly positive, since the state can maintain a balance between public and private funding of political parties by citizens, which both prevents political parties from falling into dependence on the state that finances them and increases the political activity of citizens, including public control over the activities of political parties, which should act in the interests of the people.
For Ukraine, such a model of funding of political parties is most successful, since it involves participation of citizens in the formation of financial resources of political parties. The current level of corruption in the state hinders receiving a positive result if the higher authorities of the state decide which political parties will receive funding, which in turn will only lead to an increase in the level of political corruption among the high officials of Ukraine. Accordingly, it is appropriate for Ukraine to draw attention to the experience of Lithuania in the field of direct financing of political parties. However, it should be emphasized that the process of creating a mechanism for party funding in Ukraine will not be rapid, which is confirmed even by the fact that Lithuania has been in the process of establishing a mechanism for direct financing of political parties for almost 24 years. Therefore, we believe that the maximum size of the contribution of political party members should be regulated at the legislative level for national parties as well as for European parties.
Taking into account the above mentioned, it is expedient to stress Ukraine's need to consider Lithuania's positive experience in financing political parties; for instance: to provide compulsory financial support of political parties by citizens of Ukraine, to consolidate smaller and equal amounts of money that can be provided by individuals and legal entities in favor of political parties, and to enshrine the cost of an election campaign. In turn, it would be appropriate for Lithuania to improve the mechanism of indirect state financing of political parties and for both countries to determine the maximum amount of contributions from members of political parties.
Solving these issues will minimize corruption in political parties financing in both Ukraine and Lithuania.
MONITORING AND CONTROL OVER THE FINANCIAL ACTIVITY OF POLITICAL PARTIES IN UKRAINE AND LITHUANIA
Recognizing the importance and complexity of the situation in the sphere of financial support of political parties, politicians and economists also try to solve it, because the corrupt state incurs significant losses from corruption in party system, 
CONCLUSIONS
The phenomenon of political corruption led to the existence of a number of scientific, sociological, philosophical approaches to its study and understanding. We define "political corruption" as a social relationship that arises between direct participants in political activity or between a direct participant in political activity and a third party in order to meet private interests through the use of powers granted by the state, as well as state and private material and intangible resources and which violate the principles of democratic, legal and social state. It is undeniable that political corruption, as a negative phenomenon, is inherent in all states of the world.
Ukraine is not an exception, which is confirmed by the low level of public confidence in political parties due to their corruption and activity aimed at satisfying the personal interests of politicians, not the people. Accordingly, issues of financing political parties, as well as monitoring and control over financial activity of political parties, remain pressing for Ukraine.
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The experience of foreign states suggests that state funding of political parties really works. Although Lithuania's experience in financing political parties is rather interesting. The comparative characteristic of certain provisions of the legislation of Ukraine and Lithuania allows concluding that the legislative norms of the Ukrainian legislation that are in force today require significant concretization. Moreover, it is expedient to introduce the possibility for citizens of Ukraine to pay a certain percentage of their income to those political parties that they trust and to establish the spending limits on election campaigns, as well as to consolidate smaller and equal contributions that can be paid by individuals and legal entities to political parties, which will undoubtedly have only a positive effect.
In turn, Lithuania as a state, where the mechanism of direct financing of political parties is working very well, should pay attention to the study of foreign experience on indirect funding of political parties, which also has a positive effect on minimizing the level of corruption in the state. Moreover, both countries should pay attention to the size of membership fees as a source of political parties financing due to obvious need to enshrine the maximum possible size of such contributions.
Taking into account that monitoring and control over the financial activity of political parties is a necessary element of the general mechanism which allows for the minimization of corruption in the financial support of political parties, it is important to define in Ukrainian and Lithuanian legislation the opportunity afforded citizens to monitor and control the financial activity of political parties. This step is undoubtedly important in improving the legislation of Ukraine and Lithuania on the matter of the financial support of political parties.
